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Civil Society & Socio-Economic

Development 

Tosun Aricanli, Professor of Political

Economy at Southern New Hampshire

University and Fares Center Spring 2008

Visiting Scholar, led three workshops at

the Fares Center during the spring semes-

ter, which students from The Fletcher

School, Tufts University, and beyond

attended. Student interest in the topic of

civil society and socio-economic develop-

ment originated from their academic work

and their participation in research. The

objective of the workshops was to address

the individual interest of the students

through in-depth discussion on the issue

from a critical perspective. The workshops

examined the cultural context of civil soci-

ety and its emergence in a certain

“community,” while also exploring issues of

social capital between different communi-

ties and how social progress and state

accountability can win over local coopera-

tion. The workshops will continue during

the fall semester.

Interdisciplinary Workshop 

on South Asian Studies 

On April 5, 2008 the Center for South

Asian and Indian Ocean Studies, the Fares

Center, the History Department, the

Internal Politics of Iran

Students engaged in an informal discus-

sion about the politics of Iran on

November 14, 2007. Nick Gossen

(MALD ’08) shared the central premise

of his master’s thesis, which deals with

the impact of economic fluctuations on

Iranian public opinion toward the gov-

ernment and public policy. Julia

Bennett (MALD ’08) and Medina Haeri

(MALD ’08) spoke about their profes-

sional experiences advocating for

gender empowerment and worker rights

in Iran. The discussion raised important

questions about the internal workings

of the Iranian political machine, the

perception of Iran in the international

community, and the treatment of Iran

by the American media.

Reflections on the 

Annapolis Peace Conference 

On November 29, 2007 students gathered

to reflect upon the outcome of the

Annapolis Conference. Hamad Albloshi

(MALD ’09) and Robert Marcus (MALD

’09) made brief presentations that related

their experiences in the region to their

opinions regarding the peace process.

Other students contributed to the discus-

sion of key issues, including the feasibility

of a permanent peace agreement, the right

of return for Palestinian refugees, and the

exclusion of Hamas and Iran from the list

of conference attendees. Ibrahim Warde,

Adjunct Professor of International

Business at The Fletcher School and

Associate Director of Business Programs

at the Fares Center, moderated the 

discussion.

“Mrs. President: Women and

Political Leadership in Iran”

On December 10, 2007, the

Mediterranean Club organized a screen-

ing of the documentary “Mrs. President:

Women and Political Leadership in Iran,”

which was produced by Shahla Haeri,

Director of the Women’s Studies Program

and Associate Professor of Cultural

Anthropology at Boston University. The

film focuses on six of forty-seven women

who nominated themselves as candidates

for the 2001 presidential election in Iran.

Immediately after the film, Haeri moder-

ated a student discussion about the

dilemmas highlighted by her work.

Workshops Mediterranean Club

The Future of Middle 
East–U.S. Relations 
Workshop: A Fares 
Center and Fares 
Institute Collaboration

On February 22, 

2008 the Fares 

Center hosted 

a workshop in 

collaboration with 

the Issam Fares 

Institute for Public 

Policy and 

International Affairs at the American 

University of Beirut (AUB). The aim 

of the workshop was to discuss 

issues that are critical to the future 

of the Middle East, and to plan for 

joint research, analysis, and 

public communication activities 

that focus on relations between the 

United States and the Middle East 

at the start of the new U.S. 

presidential term in January 2009. 

Rami G. Khouri, Director of the 

Issam Fares Institute at AUB and 

Editor-at-Large of The Daily Star

(Beirut), initiated the project. The 

meeting included Fletcher alumnus 

Karim Makdisi, Assistant Professor 

of Political Studies at AUB; Leila 

Fawaz, Issam M. Fares Professor of 

Lebanese and Eastern Mediterranean

Studies and Director of the Fares

Center; and a number of academics,

journalists, and policymakers.

Additional meetings will follow. 

Tosun Aricanli (right) leads a workshop discussion at the Fares Center.

Rami G. Khouri

Students perform at Med Night 2008. (Photo by Lillie Paquette)

Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, and

the Arts and Sciences Diversity Fund 

cosponsored a closed-door, one-day work-

shop on South Asian Studies for graduate

students and postdoctoral students.

Participants were selected from a national

call for papers announced in Fall 2007 and

facilitated by co-conveners Angma Jhala,

Visiting Lecturer in South Asian history,

and Neilesh Bose, Ph.D. candidate.

The workshop started with a keynote

speech by Angma Jhala concerning

princely states, gender, and colonialism in

nineteenth century South Asia. Thereafter,

the program included four panels: “Post-

Colonialism and Knowledge,”“Modernity

and Liberalism,”“Re-Visioning Modern

Bengal,” and “Perspectives on Princely

States and Colonialism.” This program,

along with the many events of the Center

for South Asian and Indian Ocean Studies,

establishes Tufts University alongside

other nationally-funded research centers

in the field of modern South Asian stud-

ies. Many participants noted the value of

an intensive workshop for junior scholars,

and the event set a precedent for future

symposia for graduate students and post-

doctoral researchers.

The Fares Center



expressed their wishes for a peaceful 

resolution to the current political 

situation. The session ended with candid

reflections on their promotional trip to

the United States, which, as one speaker

noted, would not have been possible 

in Palestine.

1716

pushed public diplomacy operations to

the margins. A cumbersome bureaucracy

has buried public diplomacy, and pro-

grams such as U.S.-funded Arabic

language stations in Iraq could be

improved. Rugh advised the incoming

U.S. administration to pay attention to

foreign public opinion, find ways of bal-

ancing security needs with dialogue in

embassies, expand exchange programs for

students and professionals, and provide

independent monitoring of broadcasting

stations. Thom Shanker, Pentagon

Correspondent for The New York Times,

described the effects of the Iraq War on the

U.S. military, including the realization that

killing enough “bad guys” will not neces-

sarily achieve victory. Furthermore, the

approach undertaken by the U.S. military

is incompatible with the U.S. agenda for

Iraq, as the United States cannot achieve

the spread of democracy through un-

democratic means. Shanker emphasized

that the role of militaries is merely to

defeat other militaries; only governments

are able to win wars. Given these realities,

the United States must secure a new arena

of influence in the region. Rami G.
Khouri, Editor-at-Large of The Daily Star

(Beirut) and Director of the Issam Fares

Institute for Public Policy and

International Affairs at the American

University of Beirut, highlighted the

importance of engaging Middle Eastern

publics, whose opinions are tremendously

critical for democratic transformation. He

attributed the lack of significant change in

the region to a series of historical griev-

ances related to the degradation of Arab

societies, which include crises of identity,

citizenship, sovereignty, and human dig-

nity. Khouri explained that Islamist

movements have been successful in the

Middle East because they are indigenous

and credible and they have historically

adapted to respond to citizens’ demands

for basic needs, political empowerment,

resistance of foreign powers, and redress-

ing of historical traumas. Understanding

these patterns in the region, Khouri said,

might be a good starting point for the

next president of the United States.

The conference’s concluding remarks

were provided by Rashid Khalidi, Edward

Said Professor of Arab Studies and

Director of the Middle East Institute at the

School of International and Public Affairs,

Columbia University. He reflected that

during the Cold War, both the United

States and the Soviet Union used and ulti-

mately exacerbated the Arab-Israeli

conflict to meet their own objectives. With

the end of the Cold War, the Middle East

hoped for a change in U.S. policy. Instead,

ongoing violence led to increased anger

against the United States prior to

September 11, 2001. The United States has

a conflicted record of promoting democ-

racy in the Middle East, which includes

ignoring or undermining democracies in

Egypt, Iran, Lebanon, and Turkey. Khalidi

concluded that as long as the United States

sustains its interventionist approach, as

exhibited in Iraq, it will likely face a series

of bloody wars in the region.

“The United States and the Middle East: What Comes Next After Iraq?” CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

2008 Conference Participants: Back (from left): Jamshed Bharucha, John L. Esposito, F. Gregory Gause III, William A. Rugh, William
Quandt, Amr Hamzawy, Ronald E. Neumann, Anthony Zinni, Richard Shultz, Thom Shanker, Malik Mufti, Khalil Shikaki, Robert M.
Hollister. Front (from left): Shai Feldman, Abdel Monem Said Aly, Vali Nasr, Mona Eltahawy, Judith S. Yaphe, Rashid Khalidi, Leila Fawaz,
Fawaz Gerges, Ibrahim Warde

“The Question of Gaza: 

Student Discussion”

In response to a renewed breakout 

of violence in the Gaza Strip in early

March 2008, the Fares Center hosted 

a student-led discussion on March 12,

2008, which was moderated by Eileen

Babbitt, Professor of International

Conflict Management Practice at The

Fletcher School. The main objective of

the roundtable was to discuss how Gaza

fits into the vision of constructive nego-

tiations between Israel and Palestine.

Three students, Nicholas Kenney

(MALD ’08), Tarek Zeidan (MALD ’09)

and Dahlia Shaham (MALD ’09), elabo-

rated on the issue from different points

of view, based on their own experiences

in the region. Kenney stated that Israeli

society was exasperated by the conflict.

The population feels that the Left has

failed it and the peace process has not

delivered. The Palestinian population

on the other hand desperately seeks

legitimate leadership. Zeidan spoke

about the Gaza-Lebanese connection.

While Hamas is minimally present

among Palestinian groups in Lebanon,

many Hezbollah supporters also sup-

port Hamas. Both groups are also useful

pawns for Iran. Shaham asserted that

the Isreaeli-Palestinian question is

implicitly about a two-state solution,

and Gaza is a symptom of the erosion

of a consensus on this solution.

Rejection of the plan comes from the

settlers, as well as from Hamas and

Iran, forces arguably as strong as the

governments representing both sides.

During the subsequent student discus-

sion, participants explored different

avenues for potential negotiation

efforts.

“Voices of Moderate Palestinian

Youth Leaders”

On April 22, 2008 six young volunteer

members of the Palestinian-based Ruwwad

Youth Corps joined Eileen Babbitt, Professor

of International Conflict Management

Practice at The Fletcher School, to talk about

their organization’s mission and activities.

Ruwwad, funded by USAID, invests in try-

ing to mobilize Palestine’s youth by turning

their ideas into innovative projects that

develop the community. Examples of youth-

initiated projects include the development 

of an SMS phone service to link members

from across Palestine, a job search system

that connects employers to employees, and a

budding career mentoring program for

high-school graduates.

The approach of the volunteers, who

hail from various colleges, is unified by

their focus on fostering education. They

discussed Palestine’s need for rehabilita-

tion and community development in

order to regain functionality and 

Eileen Babbitt, Professor of International Conflict Management Practice, The Fletcher
School, leads a roundtable discussion on the future of Gaza.

Palestinian youth share stories about 
volunteer community projects.

Roundtables CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7
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Beatrice Manz, Associate Professor of

Middle East and Inner Asian Studies at

Tufts University, recently published Power,

Politics and Religion in Timurid Iran

(Cambridge University Press, 2007),

which won the Houshang Pourshariati

book prize in Iranian Studies from the

Middle East Studies Association (MESA)

last November. She has been on leave 

during the academic year of 2007–2008

working on her next book, Nomads in the

Middle East, for the series “Themes in

Islamic Civilizations” at Cambridge

University Press.

Ina Baghdiantz
McCabe, Professor 

of History at Tufts

University and

Darakjian Jafarian

Chair of Armenian

History, recently won the Faculty

Research Awards Committee’s

Distinguished Scholarship Award. This

prestigious award is presented annually to

a Tufts faculty member for distinguished

contribution to scholarship in the School

of Arts and Sciences and/or the School of

Engineering. Each year the university-

wide faculty committee is charged with

selecting the recipient of the

Distinguished Scholar Prize, which rotates

annually among three departmental

groupings. McCabe recently published

Orientalism in Early Modern France:

Eurasian Trade, Exoticism, and the Ancien

Régime (Oxford, 2008).

1918

Affiliated Students
NEWS & NOTES

Irina Chindea (Ph.D. candidate)

received funds from the Fares Center to

complete an internship at the Al Ahram

Center for Political and Strategic

Studies, and to continue her study of

the Arabic language at the International

Language Institute in Cairo, Egypt.

Medina Haeri (MALD ’08) focused 

on issues of human security with an

emphasis on gender and forced migra-

tion while at The Fletcher School.

During the summer of 2007, Medina

interned at the International Rescue

Committee, working with Karen

refugees who were applying for third-

country resettlement. Her master’s thesis

focused on the resilience of Iran’s

women’s movement, particularly in the

context of Iran’s 1979 Revolution and

the emergence of the Islamic Republic.

She also served as co-president of the

Mediterranean Club.

Emre Kayhan (Ph.D. candidate) is 

completing a dissertation entitled

“Between Apology and Utopia: A Study

on the Sources of Turkish Conduct,”

which investigates how Turkey’s self-

proclaimed Western identity determines

the formulation of the state’s foreign

policy preferences, interests, and legal

behaviors. On January 7, 2008 he gave

a lecture at the Center for Global Studies

at the American University of Beirut

entitled “Turkey’s ‘New Activism’ in the

Middle East: Myths and Realities.”

Abeer Kazimi (MALD ‘08) received

funds from the Fares Center to conduct

research examining memoirs, chronicles,

and other testimonies of life in the Arab

provinces of the Ottoman Empire dur-

ing the period 1900 to 1920. She is

assessing the value of various witnesses

and what they tell us about bygone

times.

Lillie Paquette (MALD ‘08) concen-

trated on U.S. foreign policy and public

diplomacy in the Middle East while at

The Fletcher School. She also served as

the co-president of the Mediterranean

Club. Previously she was a program 

officer with International Research &

Exchanges Board (IREX) where 

she worked in conjunction with the 

U.S. Department of State Middle East

Partnership Initiative.

Lata Parwani (Ph.D. candidate) is

presently working on her dissertation

entitled “Sindhis Between Region,

Religion, and Nation.” This study seeks

to investigate how Sindhi Hindus posi-

tioned themselves within the emerging

discourse of the Indian nation in the

pre-independence era, the extent to

which their self-conception was shaped

by the 1947 partition of the subconti-

nent, and the ways in which the

community has been accommodated

and absorbed in post-colonial India.

Since January 2008, she has been con-

ducting research in archives and private

collections in Sind, Pakistan.

Lucy Der Manuelian,
Arthur H. Dadian and

Ara Oztemel Professor

of Armenian Art and

Architectural History

at Tufts University,

recently presented the first lecture in

Harvard University Art Museum’s lecture

series “Cities, Their Art and Architecture.”

Her slide lecture, entitled “Ani: The Fabled

Capital of Armenia,” showcased the cen-

turies-old city. Her chapter on Ani was

published in S. Peter Cowe (ed.), Ani.

World Architectural Heritage of a Medieval

Armenian Capital (Leuven, 2001). In 2006,

the Tufts Graduate Student Council pre-

sented Der Manuelian with the Award for

Outstanding Contributions to Graduate

Studies for her commitment to graduate

education, particularly in the Departments

of Art and Art History.

Eva Hoffman is

Associate Professor of

Art History, Director

of Undergraduate

Studies in Art History,

and Faculty

Coordinator for the introductory surveys

of art history at Tufts University. Her

research focuses on artistic and cultural

exchange in the medieval Mediterranean

world. From 1994-2007, she was Director

of ARTIFACT, an interactive web applica-

tion originally developed as a study tool

for the art history survey courses and

expanded over the years. In conjunction

with her work on ARTIFACT, she has

written a chapter with Christine Cavalier,

“ARTIFACT: Mapping a Global Survey of

the History of Art,” for the volume

Teaching Art History With New

Technologies, ed. Kelly Donahue-Wallace,

Laetitia La Follette, and Andrea Pappas

(Jossey-Bass/Wiley, 2008).

Ayesha Jalal, Professor

of History at Tufts

University, recently

published her newest

book Partisans of Allah:

Meanings of Jihad in

South Asia (Harvard University Press, 2008).

Her work helps retrieve the ethical mean-

ings of jihad by throwing light on how

Muslims interpreted this essential idea as

they tried negotiating relations with mem-

bers of other religious communities. The

book provides finely etched expositions of

the ethical and political ideas of such tower-

ing figures as Shah Waliullah, Sayyid Ahmad

Khan, and Abu Ala Maududi. Based on

prodigious original research, this book is

written in a style accessible to the interested

non-specialist, gives fresh insights into intel-

lectual developments within Islam, and

makes a much misunderstood, yet key

concept in complex Islamic history, intelli-

gible to the wide reading public.

Richard Jankowsky, Assistant Professor 

of Music in Ethnomusicology at Tufts

University, published an article in 2007 

on the relationship between music and

trance entitled, “Music, Spirit, Possession,

and the In-Between: Ethnomusicological

Inquiry and the Challenge of Trance,”

based on his fieldwork in Tunisia. In

March 2008, he gave a lecture at the

Humanities Center at Harvard University

on “The Aesthetics of Alterity: Toward an

Acoustemology of Tunisian Stambeli” and

organized a sold-out concert at the Distler

Performance Hall at Tufts University,

cosponsored by the Fares Center, featuring

the renowned Arabesque Ensemble. He

will be on sabbatical for the 2008–2009

academic year to finish his book on 

stambeli (a trance healing music developed

by slaves in North Africa) and to begin his

next project on music and Sufism.

Affiliated Faculty
NEWS & NOTES

Academic Steering Committee 
Members News

Christopher A. Bayly, Vere Harmsworth Professor of Imperial 

and Naval History at the University of Cambridge, was made a 

Knight Bachelor in June 2007. Professor Sir Bayly is a recent winner 

of the Wolfson Prize for lifetime achievement.

Selma Botman has been appointed to the position of President 

of the University of Southern Maine by the university’s Board 

of Trustees effective July 1, 2008. 
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and cross-cultural analysis, providing a forum for the articulation 

of a broad diversity of viewpoints in the belief that this will serve 

as an effective means of conflict resolution.

The main countries concerned are Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria,

and the neighboring countries of Cyprus, Egypt, Greece, Iran, Iraq,

Israel, and Turkey, together with any other country or region 

of the world whose history and politics affect them. The region’s

history and its pivotal role in world politics have attracted the interest

of scholars concerned with fields as diverse as the origins of writing 

and the beginnings of modern science. In focusing on the Eastern

Mediterranean, the Fares Center is a rich source of current informa-

tion and data on the area, encouraging the consideration of policy

issues from an international perspective.

In addition to constituting a valuable resource for Middle Eastern

Studies majors and graduate students in other fields, the Fares

Center’s university-wide links to the existing curriculum include

collaboration with a number of schools, departments, and pro-

grams at Tufts. Visiting fellowships are offered annually to prominent

and promising scholars from abroad, who can make significant con-

tributions to the Fares Center’s teaching and research, and to its

analysis of public policy issues.

The Fares Center sponsors academic symposia, conferences, and

seminars that enhance its commitment to cross-regional analysis

and to the encouragement of a diversity of voices from within and

from outside the region. It publishes occasional papers and the 

proceedings of workshops and conferences on the history, culture,

and international relations of the region.

he mission of the Fares Center for Eastern Mediterranean Studies at Tufts

University is to create an academic environment for the promotion of greater

understanding of the rich heritage of the Eastern Mediterranean, and of the

significant challenges that this region faces at the beginning of the twenty-

first century. The Fares Center acts as a major focus for cross-regional
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